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Russian—-Chinese relations: Medvedev Era

With the 60th anniversary of Sino—Russian diplomatic ties in 2009, Hu hopes the
two countries take the chance to realize the guideline of the Sino—-Russian
Good-Neighborly Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation and other documents. (China
Daily, Dec. 12, 2008.)

1. Sino-Russian Ties Set to Strengthen

An external strategy blueprint unveiled by Moscow will strengthen the strategic
partnership between China and Russia. "Russia will continue to deepen its strategic
partnership with China. The Sino—Russian cooperative relation has become a vital
element to world and regional stability," said Igor Morgulov, the Russian Minister

Counselor to China.

In particular, Moscow is very keen to boost ties with emerging powers such as
Brazil, India and China in the Asia—-Pacific region, he said. Together with Russia,

the countries are collectively known as the BRIC nations.

2. Top priority of the two relations

Elaborating on Sino—-Russian relations, Morgulov said the most important task is to
boost economic cooperation, which lags "far behind" the political cooperation

between the two countries.

"Enhancing economic cooperation with China is Moscow's top priority and the two
countries have already established a dialogue mechanism between the prime
ministers," he said, adding that the two sides are currently discussing a large-scale

economic cooperation between Russia's Far East and China's Northeast region.

The trade volume between China and Russia is expected to increase from $48
billion last year to $60 billion this year(2008).



President Hu Jintao said on Monday that the relationship with Russia has been
China's diplomatic priority. "We will work with Russia to deepen strategic
coordination and upgrade the partnership to new heights," said Hu.

Lavrov said China and Russia had enjoyed an advanced relationship as the two
countries maintained consultations in international and regional issues. He said
Russia hoped to promote security consultation and energy resource negotiation
mechanisms with China, and to realize the good-neighborly treaty of friendship and
cooperation.(July 22, 2008)

3. Medvedev's visit to China(May 2008)
Medvedev replaced Vladimir Putin as president on May 7, 2008.

Medvedev's visit to China had four goals:

- establishing good working relations and personal friendship between the leaders

of the two countries;

- ensuring the goals of Sino—Russian ties in the next few years;

- increasing political trust and giving each other firm support on issues concerning

sovereignty, security and territorial integrity,
- and deepening pragmatic cooperation.(China Daily, May 23, 2008)
4. Strategic partners to maintain status quo

Russia's policy on China will not change under the Kremlin's new leadership
- "They (Putin and Medvedev) were partners, so they will also be in the future.
They are like from one family, and their philosophy is also exactly the same,"
Russian ambassador to China from 1992 to 2005 Igor Rogachev told China Daily
- "They have been working together for more than a decade This relationship
won't change, and neither will Russia's domestic policy and foreign policy, including

China policy."

- "Reinforcing good-neighborly relations with Russia and the strategic and

cooperative partnership are China's consistent policy." (China Daily, May 24, 2008)



5. China pledges stronger ties

— "China and Russia have come a long way in the past 13 years since the
Sino—Russian Strategic Partnership of Cooperation was established,;® said Foreign

Minister Yang Jiechi

- "A lot of achievements have been made in recent years particularly."

- He urged the two countries, both major countries and permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council, to join hands to promote world multi-polarity and

greater democracy in international order.

- "We should make greater contribution to promoting world peace, stability and

development," said Yang.

6. Putin visit to Beijing on Oct. 2009

- On October 13, 2009 China and Russia agreed to enhance their 60-year
friendship by cementing political trust and strategic partnership of cooperation while

expanding collaboration in the trade, energy and military sectors.

- "This pact further elevates mutual trust between our two countries, and such
trust is very important in enhancing the strategic partnership of cooperation," Putin

told reporters.

— Putin said Russian-Chinese cooperation was one of the most important elements

in ensuring global stability.



