Mencius and the Mencius



Textual Characteristics

0 The Analects: poetic expressions, maxims for daily
lives as well as governance, abstract
principles(p.166)

o0 The Mencius: Argumentative, Catechistical, “thought
experiments” (p. 116); self-reflecting; and self-
discovering (“seeking for in your heart” what “you
do not get from doctrines”); concrete cases

0 With Whom? Kings and administrators, his disciples,
and opponents: Penetrating it with one thread

Mencius’ Claim on Confucianism
O Sk T RS > R R R
0 {-7¢ benevolence and righteousness
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o F38 Bi3E: Genuine Kingly Way vs. Hegemon

o ‘M Human nature



1A1: Reading, Translating, and Interpreting
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Applying it to the modern context
0 Pursuing one’s own happiness as a human right
0 Moral Values: Benevolence and Righteousness

0 The role of Benevolence and Righteousness in
human relations?

0 What was and is mediating the conflicts among
personal desires : Judiciary
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*1A7:
— : Genuine King (In contrast to Hegemon)

Principle of Governance, Nor Far but self-
evident and inherent in the Mind

0 Coherent argument integrating the governance-
section and the effort of personal self-cultivation
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1A7. Conti,,

o= IVF ”"%’\Fh The Greatest Desire
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O -) Returning to the Topic of “Genuine King”
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Moral Values, the Political, Hierarchical Order,
and Dynastic Revolution(?).

Qualification and Disqualification: Genuine
King and Secular King:
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0 Questions: What is Genuine Courage? And How
to Cultivate it?
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0 Courage as one of the Confucian Virtues
Also in the Analects and in the Zhongyong ).
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Naturalist?



Good (Benetfit) Self-Interest Do something for

the self
Benevolence Love or Sympathy Helping Others
Righteousness Courage Courageous Action
(often Against the

impulse of self-
interest or natural
inclinations)

For example, see the Mencius 6A10

Courage is needed in the case, for example, when the
self-interest such as keeping one’s life contradicts with
one's sense of righteousness.
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“Thought Experimental”: “Suppose that” or “What if”

Based on what?: Spontaneity versus Purposes
= Human Nature

What to Prove?
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3A3: Well-Field System F:Hl#:

00 Sustainable economic basis for households, a
community, and the state



3A4: Polemics against “Heterodoxies” 1: %

0 Q: How to justify the role of rulers as a governor of the people but
not engaging in production?

0 Background: Transition from an agrarian-tribal society to a dynastic
society with commerce.

0 Issue: Controversy over rulership or leadership
O Answer :
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Welghlng the importance, Division of Labor, and Inequalities in terms
of personal capacities

Righteousness 3§ versus Equalities

Historical Analogies: Z&, %%, it &,
o Conclusion:
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O Self—p051t10n1ng of Menc1us.
A polemist for Confucianism



*3A5: Polemics against “Heterodoxies” 2: S %¢

0 The Central Tenets of Mohism:
Live without Discriminations (distinctions) (%% =) and
Frugality (3£)

0O Mencius’ Strategy in Attacking Yizi, a Mohist.?

0 One Source (— %) and Two Sources (= 7% ):
Sy - ko e T

0 What does this pair of contrasts means? And How

did Mencius demonstrate it?
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““?Jla is= Cultural Forms (A sort of ) + Behavioral
Codes(in a narrow sense)

Sweat and Its Origin: Spontaneity and Transforming
(Codifying) it into Cultural Forms
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3B9: Self-Defense of Mencius against the
Charge of “Being Fond of Disputation” (#f %)

o Comparison to the Sage Kings: &, %&¢, i/, X T,
i I, and Confucius

0 Transformation of the World: From the Natural
Condition to a Civilized Society and the Need of
Defending the Way.

0 Mencius’ Self-Positioning of his Self-Claiming
Polemical Mission in a Historical Context

Changing Missions in accordance with Given Conditio
ns

BCELSS » Rl BUCAE - RLE U2



3B10: The Mean versus Extremes
0 The Mean or Righteousness
o The Case of Incorruptibility (54)
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0 Meaning?
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O How to Descrlbe Benevolence and Righteousness
O f: , Aoaersy s K, ko TRREM

o 1-7%: Comparison to Life: Not Special Values to
Choose

o P TPV T T e
0 Self-Contradiction and the Importance of Self-

Motivation: Not Logical Contradiction but It Requires
Self-Motivation to Pursue them.

O See, for example, 4A11
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00 Does this make sense? If so, in what context?
1 See 1A7.
o Missing : extension (# J2)



*4A17

O ] versusi#
0 7#: Discretion or Expediency

Inevitability

Hidden Risks: Moral Relativism, Self-Deception, and A
rbitrariness

o Situational Ethics versus the Five Constants

How to Balance it?

Proper Judgment on the Situation One Encounters and
Reasoning out what are the most appropriate action to a
given situation.

What is Needed to Properly Balance it

Moral Wisdom? Then, Who are legitimately eligible
for practicing expediency?



4B33

0 Same Topic; Different Approaches: Textual
Characteristics
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0 Cf. The Analects 7.15(7.16)
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What is [human] nature?
0 Anything Inherent and Spontaneously Arising
within?
O Cf. attribute, quality
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Question: [*| Jt: What d1d Gaozi consider righteousness

to be external, while considering benevolence to be
internal?

=

Or What determines my action? The quality or situation
belonging to the others or the inherent nature?

CF: Righteousness as Appropriateness to the given situation

Comparison to the basic inclinations of sense-organs
such as taste and its commonness.
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0 Comparison to the basic 1nc11nations (or

preference) of sense-organs and its commonness.

0 Naturalistic Approach




Book Seven and the Analects: Their
Commonality



