The Xunzi 2

Polemical Mission 1:Against Mozi, Laozi, and Zhuangzi.

o Wei f5 ( deliberate efforts and constructions) cf. Wuwei 3 £3: (nonaction
or non-striving)

Polemical Mission 2: Against Mencius

The Central Philosophical Themes
0 the Human Realm versus the Natural Realm
o The role of human efforts versus ‘tian’ (JR: Heaven or Nature)

o = How to achieve values and humanity?
Cf. Mencius’ strategy to prove that human nature is good: Spontaneity or Naturalness
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+ Human efforts=> How to balance it:## B

0 Q) On what ground to validate the veracity or trueness of human efforts or
human constructions such as rituals?

0 The Implication of the Thesis—Human Nature is bad?

The two levels: natural inclination / inborn guidance to right conduct / the potential
to achieve moral perfection (such as moral intelligence)

The Main Goal
0 Order (cf. harmony)
o By Whom?



Chap. 1. An Exhortation to Learning (#15*)

0 The opening phrase:
AH: BAPe.
|~ IR T F IR UF -~ R RS
Compared to the Analects and the Mencius
Orthodox Confucianism
Not Xunzi says, but A Third Person
Why does the Gentleman need to learn?
What is the meaning of the Gentleman in the Xunzi?
What does learning mean? How to do it?

0 The Constituents of Learning

Wood or metal / ink-line, or whetstone/ wheel,
straight, or sharp / steaming and bending,
straightening, sharpening



1. Wood, metal, or “I1 1”:
pure materials or potential (to be bent, straightened, or sharpened)
See the Gaozi’'s argument in Mencius 6A1.
Contingent on and determined by the external?

2. ink-line or whetstone
Method
Rules, models, standards, etc:
that with which to transform the self

3. wheel, straight, or sharp
The goal, objective, or result of learning
The standard to which I transform myself to conform

4. steaming and bending, straightening, sharpening
The act of learning
+ The attitude of learning (—)

Missing parts:
“I 2” as the main agent who practice learning
the will and motivation to learn of “I 2”



0 Learning and Teaching
Method: How and what to learn?
7 A= -l/ 7 ;p:_ﬁ |
Classics
Why “former kings”?

The consequence of learning? Or the motivation to
learn?

& iy [+ RE B - PR R
Teaching
Inborn qualities (human nature?): malleable

Who teach? Who are the “former kings”?



0 The Method of Learning 2
FIIREE RIS - ARy s

fl: Personal Pursuit of truths
Z': - the following sentence

Tl EZER S A ETP
% :inborn quali[ies or capacities (human nature?)
What does “things #%” refer to?
2 VHE
The ext;rr:;l
Compared to the self!
{i5: “Making use of™: 9? TIEL‘ ASE R YRR B
+ - A matter of efficiency or p0551b111ty7

Self-Negation of Inherent Capacities in a sense, not complet
ely



0 The Ultimate End of Learning
What to expect from learning?

M, 5 o O SR -
Learning to Become a Sage
Becoming a man of perfection
Not based on the inborn qualities, but as the ultimate
consequence of learning
Any difference from Mencius’ argument in terms of the
ultimate end?
Mencius 4B28:5% ~ 4 > Z4h My o
About the self or human nature or inborn capacities

0 The attitude of Learning
\I:} &FIJ Sy —
CLEAEE
Analects 8.7: &7~ [ - 58 > R [piak:
SR R i s bl 55
Any difference from Mencius’ argument?
Sudden / Gradual
Self-motivation



0 The curriculum and procedure of learning
Sl hE “’tlF P BT RY
Text Based: E! EIVF[JL?F S - T
Purpose Based: ! ac;u(proprlety)E'[Ji!F["' Eid > AT ERFR A
RS, HF (2 V#E), i, AKX, i 5
Cf. ‘il -7

0 The effect of learning

_‘[I—J [/%*}LJ y * ;{”‘El ’ %Lﬁ/\ux ’ "F”Lﬁl:}“”’i;'%f ’ ﬂé*féﬁ?jz_ﬁ o
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Meaning?
External
How about Mencius? From what Virtue and Way come from?
External vs Internal / Autonomy vs Heteronomy
—[f ‘/33:,:5{15':5[ » & V%i{t“ = %IIQ';_I/%%}“J » NS EE)
I~ = PIEL2ndE - (a gift to another person)
Same purpose; DiLferent methods



0 The Proper Order or Priority in Learning
1578~
F LTV:_[/R‘\E% ’ F'IJ:FFJJE/\E—%’ I ~ e ﬁ']%\f/\?f °
2. B%"AJ
Cf. Gl #%.
0 The attitude of Learning (once again!)
TR CBT 0 TS A e
O ﬂ%ﬁé
0 F 1 ZERLE A+ L = In the Analects?
Cf. Ik i
Wz R 4y U = ¢ the meaning?
Transformation of inborn patterns of inclinations (*E)
"L*\%[J;_[/“EJ:\W 0
What is this heart-and-mind, which can be transformed?
What to change? &

What or who change?
a moral agent outside the heart-mind
G

Cf. Mencius’s A~ 8.l and {588 Z 57 [ Faphy 720 o ik s 2uE])
= by
BAS ) s

The differences in the Method and Attitude of Learning and Cultivatio
n?



0 A Mencian Counterargument.

+ the will to learn: steaming and bending /
straightening / sharpening

Where does it come from, if human nature is bad?

+ the intelligence to choose the right standard:

Otherwise, how to know what is good and right to learn?

“I”: Human Nature, Personal Disposition, Capacities
(intelligence, moral sensitivity), Will to Learn

Contents: What to learn? Or Learn from Whom?

Autonomy vs Heteronomy

Why needed? Deficiencies or Defects

How about Mencius?



0 Learning and Teaching
Who learn? Who teach?

The relations to, and the intervention of, Political
Authority

Politico-moral leadership



