Chap. 2. Cultivating Oneself (&)
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0 The Necessary Env1ronment for Moral Self-
Cultivation: Teacher and Friends
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0 Hypothetical Imperative

i jf == 7. (What does goodness mean here?)
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0 Moral Hierarchy
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The borderline between autonomy and heteronomy

o Q) What are the differences between £ and {&
4r?



Chap. 23: Human Nature is Bad (Pk3&)

0 What is human nature in a general sense?
Here, dispositions, inclinations, and instincts

o Why is it contrasted to “deliberate efforts” (#%)?

0 On what grounds, did Xunzi say human nature is bad?
Bad, not evil!

Human nature versus deliberate efforts
A fondness for profit(4+7#[])> 214 < g
Feelings of hate and dislike (&) > V2 = [ul {5
Desires of the eyes and ears, a fondness for beautiful sights and sounds
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Analogies
Crooked wood- steaming and straightening-becoming straight
Blunt metal-honing and grinding-becoming sharp
Bad human nature

teachers and proper models(ﬁmik)-becoming correct in their
behavior

Ritual and the standards of righteousness (7/#:)-become ordered
Qs:
1. what is missing?

2. Where did such teachers, proper models, rituals, and the standards of
righteousness come from?



0 The origin of the Methods

In ancient times, the sage-kings (?[ A= ): the
saviors
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;1= or’] *: The two paths open to ordinary beings
Q) What determines it?

“I”: It is almost completely contingent on my decision, will,
and efforts to become a gentleman or a sage-like being.

0 Disputation Against Mencius
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the division between what one can attain through efforts an
d what one can’t.
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2 Q)
Does this mean that Heaven made human nature bad?
See the Chapter 7. Discourse on Heaven



0 Q) The origin of morality
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0 Q) Who are the sages? Substantially different fr
om ordinary human beings?
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Any Question here?

Self-contradiction! Why?

How could the sages initially motivate themselves to do
deliberate efforts?

How could the sages initially recognize what are good?



0 People desires to become good because their na
ture is bad
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Any question about this?!

Self-contradictory? Why?

Where does this desire come from?
Can it be acquired from “outside”?
Isn’t this desire itself sood?

Once again!
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Q: self-contradictory! why?
How can one force oneself to learn and pursue it?
Isn’t this motivation and will themselves good?
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Any difference from the former passage?
A matter of Knowledge, different from practice



=» Rethinking about Xunzi’s thesis that human nature is
bad.
Q) What did he mean by “badness” (3&), then?
Unruliness, disorder, deviance, precariousness, chaos...

A Matter of Good/bad or A matter of
Perfection(potential) /Imperfection?

The narrow boundary of human nature:

Not extensively including spontaneous features, but
referring to a narrow set of desires and inclinations

Seeing from whose perspective?
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lEr0V1d1ng the ground not only for morality but also for the
intervention of political authority
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Clay-tiles-potter
Wood-utensils-craftsman
People-good people-sages
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Q)?

What are “material for knowing”(¥7) and “the equipment
for practicing”(5!)?



0 Fundamental Questions

Q: (Epistemological)How can one, if one’s nature is
bad, discern what is right and good and follow them?
Q: Aren't Deliberate Efforts good?

Q: Otherwise, how could one pursue goodness
deliberately?



Chap. 17: Discourse on Heaven (K i)

o K AN.Z5r: the divide (the respective allotment s) of
Heaven and humans
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Why not?
Cf. Mencius: @Dy, HI'TE, 1K m

The Relation between Heaven and Humans
Nature: K1 (Heavenly dispositions), KE (Heavenly faculties),

Deliberate Efforts: K# (Heavenly rulers), K% (Heavenly
nourishment), KB (Heavenly government)

Innate Moral Capacities?
What is needed more to be good?
Knowledge

The Limit of knowing the Heaven: “A person who is thus
is someone who knows what he is to do and what he is

not to do.”(p. 271)



0 What to fear? (or being alert on what?) and to
what infuse our intelligence and efforts?
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